
THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION.

ITS CLOSING PROCEEDINGS.

The Explorations of the Amazon and
the Pacific Railroad,

Ac., Ac., Ac.

The Exploration of the Am i/on.

VEMAKKK OF LIKTT. HKKNDON BEPOKE THE SOI."TflilKW
COMMERCIAL CONVEXTIO.V.

>iB. l'KJMDItNT AUV Uk.VTM'HEX OF Til* COHVKfTJOX .

It is true that I have »pok*n to mn.«»"j or mcu bofore,
hut it ha* been only to §*ilor«. ami th.it through a dsek

trumpet, and with a voice of authority; but the ease i.

far different now I aiu venturing to address my save

Xtora.men eminent among their fellow., .elected to re

present them in thia augu.t meeting, and eiany of thain

celebrated aa orator*, in .rholars, anii a* atateimcn. If
xmder these rircnmstAiices, I should fail to ex|re«* sl*ar-
1.T the poor thoughts that I propose tooiTer to the eon«id
oration of this convantion. 1 trust that I shall be .soused
when it is remembered that I have never .poken in such
a presence before. A reaolution of this holy, adopted
last year at it* session at Memphis, reads thus:.

Resolv d That tin's convention highlv approves th*
Bteps which have been taken by the Units 1 but.* gov-
.rnmetit to obtain the fullest information in respect t »

the countries bounding the Orinoco. A mason, an 1 I.x

if ft rJ »
Wl

.
* T"'w t0 "lining up the tra Is

the sinli rfgl,?n to Alu,'ri<':,n eutorpri .: and

the o u
a" ''fpresentutives in Congress from

- I . i'i reP«M?ted in this convention are re

.!*etfully requested to use all proper means, br tV

establishment of mail steamers from th* port of New
©i leans to suitable points on the South American couti

SS.fi- otiher,inod# - may be deemed most

lbi 1 V t0 "'eUrC l" th# P''of tiie -tatos

teferreo'to"868 ° ° ;'Ud iu^ruourse with th- regions

Xbe information resulting from tlm steps which this
.invention has thus approved has be n, ind- d, <,:

siiied; but I particularly am concerned to say that it is

lot of that full character which is desired by the c >:n-

scrcinl illt' rests of this country, iioreonjuieusurate with
l e J o^er and ability which ihi- government may iavo

< n uke it full. I do no: intan to say that the organiia-
j<i. nl try exploring lairly wa* Imperfect, or to a Im.t
'»1 10 use ' y I'est abilities for the attiinmsnt

-oi rtie end proposed. But that end could he, under the
¦elreuiii! *nnces, but a simple reconnoiasance.a prelitnlni--

ff r'.'r 1'UII' so (>f ascertaining the how
and the where 1o ,ook for full and peri'oct Informa¬
tion It could not fairly have been expected tbst
unprepared us I was for such service, without 'the
ThToiihL1 fw«?°rlin*4 the a'lr"""mic;l1 .'«<! "titer

liCK , f LVi w
necessary for a full invos

litla "turnl I'henonieuia.confined to a earn,.
«ud limited In my means or locomotion an I trau.por
tation over ao vast an expanse of country to the i-Pon of
puddle* in the hands of Indians, thai I could make u re
port commensurate with the importance of the subject
<>r such a one as this great government ought to oiler to
the commercial inter**!* ,.f the people. Mi renort is

How ihnaC','Uld b,'r"rt' "*|,L but a reco'nnoissance.
Jia.Wn.1r to me (looking at it in tliis light),
r' vir {>*rf0,'ne;1. luwt 1 vv. to others to say ; but i
myself am constrained to *ay that 1 s.clearly my imper¬
fections and fhort-com.m.s and am sometime* almost
drive,, to weep with vexation when I consi h r that 1 for-
fcot this, or neglected that.when 1 think tlmt the time

lid sVle V1'® 1 V n'n-v h' ve irrevocably passed away.
that wiltTy ,neVl'r, *bl" to '»<* buck, and recover
lint which huH htvn 1 »^t. ] have no doubt that all who

t'l ere"^ rS0tfT,',e 6 fee,i,1&of swhU'h 1 sjieak indeed
sure is nothing so common among us as the proverb
ftlol 'r:fuV:rrV '1 ,nilV' ! #aw a «»* evomplifleitTon of
it (< r rather of its reverse), not long ago. My friend

fiml'',"?1 f.tlK' nav>- crossed the continent
from Santiago, in Chill, to Buenos Avres under the or

tiers of his chiefLieutenant (1 illiss, for the purpose of mak-

ihfnk Ml®o>f8t,irD °f tb° rou,° Some accident \
tliink thi fr. 11 of his mule, injured both himself and hi*
.hronometcr, which interfered with hts obsertnUonl
tiisonil ir«t

of his points, so that lie dij not
in some instances get satisfactory results. When ho e,.t

HoZ"n "!S he r^ve?ed
l a 1 i? lie could not endure the reduction that he

Secreta rvIf^ the"\'n v° ,"btfine(J permission from the
*ecri tnrv of the Navy, and retraced his painful sIods at
Ins own exjiense. I n.cntion this because I love to honor
resolution, and that indomitable energy that will not
fad. It is, however easy, when sitUngaFour Bresido at
case ami free from care, and casting hack the thoughts
*o bj-gone times anil scenes, to buv within one's self

rn el1UMtnf; w'efKr,,t-.;.' W1'^(U'1 1 this, are?why did

Leaiurthelhatt. reT 8 "'in18 m<"nPnt ll>" enfeebled

«¦» » a i i . 4 nerves, the sinking lieart. the tier-

i ?" i.Ul? whol° wr'"lched physical and
mental condition to which he had been reduced l>v lomr
-continued privation and exposure. Few persons exco

*

thwil proved it, are aware of the elfect tlikt
uses sometimes produce upon men who are

£po*ed to thorn. Mailer bcolt describes Mungo J>ork as

,>n»n ofuarkeuiti mind and brooding molaucholy. J,ed-

i;.* '

O iir l ,at HC ha" kD/,wn b<>t!l and naked-

.usjrsff' as i
greater calamity, taslelran, who hvs been described to
me as a man of powerful frame and great courage wis
.o reduced iu his descent of the Ueayali as on the o -r«

eion of not finding a town that he sosght and where?,
expected succor, as to sit down and weep M?an
cestral 1msroan, Merriweather I.ewis, our great North.
we.-tein explorer, destroyed himself. Captain Stoke*

the British navy, wearied and worn with
.ux.ety and tare in battling with the tern-

Straff, Of M pn C!rn' duri"K .'!» survey of the
Straits of Magellan, destroy e.t himself: Lieut. Main rav

predecessor on the Amazon, dosi roved himself. I do not
mean to say that hardship and exposure were the imni"-

w?£btUH,.?si ?/"fu ucU hut 1 (1,ink " """-f than
probable that they left then- mark uimn the minds an l
oosliesof these unfortunate men.thai they helped to
deprive them of the sotin.t -im in the sound body, and
left them*.. ...urn reduced and enfeebled to battle loo
ger with tbe storms of life I mvself littil .7 r w

!
pcutton where, to use the word, of the wretehed OiU
lo, I should be.

'.A fixed figure for the time of scorn
To point his alow unmoving tin per nt."

I sav that at these times, I have (forgetting the canon
Against self slaughter, and alhsnvo my misery,) grasped
the handle of the pistol beneath my pillow with the
feeling thnt there I had ft friend, or have looked with
compl coney upon the re«t that might l»e found beneath
lhe dark nr.d s:iH< n water' of tho mighty
riTer. But with renewed health cornea ren 'wea
ho) e and energy. To re w ere times when I
hare thought that I never desired to aeo the face
of the Amu,on again- but now cornea to my mind the
darling maxim of old faithful.(yon all know him.
Jacob's father.I don't mean Abraham, though he waa
father of the faithful, and Jacob's grandfather)." Bet¬
ter luck next time.'' And I am ready now to adopt the
doggerel of the Duke of Argyie as regards the Bob of
DnmhlaM.

" 1 f it was na weel bobbit. weel hobblt, we'd bobbit,
If it v Hi ua weel obldt, weel boh it again."

1 would, then fore, respectfully ask tHw consideration of
this convention as to the propriety of adopting n resolu¬
tion going a little further than its resolution of last jear,
mid asking the government of the United Metes to enter
into negotiations with that of Brazil, with a view of send¬
ing two small government steam vessels to make a pro¬
per and full exploration and survey of the valley of the
Amazon. 1 am nware that the government of Brazil is
Anxious upon this subject, and somewhat frotful. It 1ms
been annoyed at tho rumors going the rounds of our
ne* apapers of armed expeditions being fitted out in our

jiotte lor the purpose of forcing a trade with the people
Who dwell upon the banks of the river: aud it is taking mea
¦ures accordingly for the defeat of any asch schemes. My
1 ast letters from l'ara Informed me that a brig of war waa

Stationed off each mouth of the Amazon.and that tho naval
T orce at Para was to l>e considerably augmented, i think
that our citizens are not personally unpopular In Brazil
l)n the contrary, as far as my ohsorvation goes, we stand
tin high in the estimation of the Brazilians as any other
jjeople, If not higher: hut 1 ain sorry to say that tho
government c.f Brazil has nn unwise and a somewhat un-

josniy fear of what some writers in that country call our
Sggressive nnd encroaching spirit. These writers go so
J.ir ss to call us pirates and say that we intend never to
Cf:.s» our aggressions until wo shall have rooted out the
ftotbie race from the continent of America, and planted
the Angio Saxon in its stead. This is nonsense; yet ar¬

guments like these have been used for the purpose of
awakening the alarm and hatred of the Spanish-Araeri
can republics that own the head waters ana som of the
tributaries of the Amazon, in order to induce them to
enter into treatv stipulations with Brazil, by which we,
Sis well as all otner foreign nations, might be kept out of
pbat river. Iheee arguments, too, woul I have sue-ced¬
ed, but that we fortunately had a: the place of negotia
tion the moet exj^rienced and well trsiusd diplomat of
Ourcountry, (to sav nothing of his great mental abili¬
ties,) the Hon. John Randolph Clay. Minister Plonlpoten-
1 sry to I'eru. Putting himself in communication with
the representatives cf all the Spanish-American
t tates of the Amazon, and arguing with great
jvason and consummate tact and ability, lie
Xeat the Brazilian Envoy at all paints: an l although this
latter succeeded in making a treaty with Peru, by which
Jje hoped, so far as Peru and Brazil were concerted, to
phut us out for at least five years, yet Clay soon showe 1
thnt this tieaty, instead of shutting us out, actually let
»« In, for he himself had just concluded a treaty with
the Peruvian government by which Peru hod bound her-
pfclf to give to us whatever she should hereafter give to
Small or any other nation. Thus, giving Brazil the right
-of navigating her interior waters for a consideration, she
was hound to give to us the same right for the same con-
Ah'-cratton, or one of equal value. Accordingly, Don
"*di: -'"el Tirado, who succeeded Herrera, (the maker of the
"r< r.'y with Brazil,) in the Bureau of foreign Aifairs of
Per i. induced bis government to d clare severat ports
«on the I eruvlan watere of the Amazon free and open to

-Ttnmorce of the world, and the second article of the
«e that opens these ports declares that the sah-
jc and citizens of other nations which have treaties

"eru by virtue of which they may enjoy the rights
-oi of the most favored nation, or to whom those
#ei: rii-hts as regards commerce and navigation. in
*.0! .' mlty with said treaties may he eommanioutde,
wiiifi-. iu case of obtaining entrance into the waters r
the rnazon, enjoy upon the Peruvian sh»rei the
jrigbts conceded to the vessels and subjects of
I irtz.l by the foregoing article. " Thatif fore-
arehff S'tlcle gives to Brazil the right of navi-
- «?(«>» the waters of the Amazon that belong to Teru in
¦cc /idance wtth the treaty. 1 thought thitClav had
«simplotely and finally tHemplied but recent atvices
ft.,in that country show a most sudden an 1 unexpected
cJ, ilige in the stitv of aflair», and indicate that the in

flume- of Cavalcanti Brazilian) is in the ascendant.
The wine libeial an>l enlightened TIrado ha* lost hi*
place and retire, with the douceur of Minister to this
couufrv Pa S um wh .nwrn* e waved by Brazilian in¬
flux T has succeeded him in the Foreign Affair*: andl
cow ear that Peru t» stout to rover herself with the
dark mantle ofexel isiveness, and thus wilfully shut out
the -ht, the knowledge and consequent improvement
that ..ild accrue to her from fret- intercourse with ua

and ther tniirWine and commercial nations. But. sup
posing that Peru should repeal her Tira lo decree, Brazil
i« nearly a* far oil a* ever from the attainment of her
olject for Bolivia baa declared ter porta open. Ecuador
has followed, an 1 it is believed that New Granada will do
likewise. And ho long a* there is one port on a single
tributary of the Amazon open to us I think that the me¬
morial of this cotm-ntion addres.-e 1 by Lieutenant Maury
to tho present Congress of the United State* aliow*
conclusively that Bta/il ea-inot legally l>ar us
fri-in access to that port. Therefor.-, unlet* she
c in secure all, she secures nothing But 1 am very far
from proponing to approach the Brazilian go\eminent
with arguments like these. I Have only adduce I them to
show the actual state of alfairs, and the temper and dis¬
position of the ]>arties. Arguments good and true in
themselves when pressed in a peculiar manner, become
so offensive that the; are rejected oither from pride or
from passion, and it would ill become us as the more

powerful party to advance and maintain offensive argu¬
ments. We can ot what we want by a different course.
Let us state clearly what we want, aud wo shall then soon
see that an enlightened govt rnment like that of Brazil,
(however moch it may ha\e yielded, at the lirst blush
to its hereof the encroaching spirit of these terrible
Anglo Scxons,) being approached in a proper manner,
will see its interest*, ana will accord readily, cheerfully,
and with It* whol* heart, the boon we ask of it. We
¦'.< -ire the < penlng of the Amazon to the trade of all na¬
tions Wo cure not fur any exclusive priy ileges th-re;
for neither Prance, nor England, nor Portugal (our only
rivaht) can at all compete with us. On account of our

ge- grujiliinal position us regards the Amazon, on account
of the trade wind* and ocean current*, and on account
of our more (K-rf- ct knowledge in t he construction
and management of tl.c river steamboat we should
fear no competitor in the advantage* to be derived
from such n step. We then, of all foreign people,
are most hiti rested in the dovelopemjnt of the resources
of that great country. We want Its cinnamon, (for the
trei is lucre, and doubtless, by cultivation its 'nark may
b mat .-equal to that of Ceylon.) We want its sarwa-

.r ile, its vanilla, its cinchona, its cocoa, its copaiba,.its
c ee. B- copal, its caoutchouc, its cochineal, its ipecac-
uana, its indigo, its amiatio, its e.gar. it« uoH'ce. its pep*
p. r, its oilier cuius, dyes and drugs, whose name is legion,
it .old, its silvi r. its diamonds, its emeralds, its rubies,
;u u its rich and beautiful cabinet woods; and although
we ma; not wants its cotton or its rice, yet we would
little lile to tee the trndo In these artiel---? go into tlto
l ard* of others. We want also a market tlo-ro for the
pri ducts f our looms, our anvils, and our m tehiue
slue, s and, of course, this trade would advance our ma¬
ritime Interests, and add largely to the number of our
si ips and seaiuen. But great a* tire Hie advantages th.it
yve should derive from the opening of the navigation of
the Amazon, they are n thin.; ns*c<ui»fHrod to those that
wouldacerue to Brazil from such a step 1 think that
few persons in this country are aware of the character of
tin- Brazilian eople. We underrate their ability and
their potior. In my judgment there is no p ople on the*
cent iiu r.t of America that can compare with tin in say e our
own. They are passionately attached to their sovc-eign,
and their fi rm f government. That government, though
empire in name, is republican in principle. It accords
the greatest amount of personal and political liberty,
and there is nothing in its character or institutions
which bars merit and ability from taking its proper sta¬
tion. or occupying any position in the direction of its
affairs, are one. Its laws are just and humane, aud
justly and humanely administered; aud as far as I know
there is no prejudice or antagonism Uetyvcen foreign sot-
tiers atul tlie i.atiy es of the country. The consequence
of all this is that foreign se.tlcr. soon bocomo Brazilians.
They are contented with its government, they enjoy its
delightful climate, they live happily under its la vs. and
all their efforts are directed to the maintenance of tilings
a they are. Under theso circumstances yy hat lias Brazil
to fear, and what may she not hope from foreign settle¬
ment. 1 would have her to trample under her feet those
silly bugbears of encroachment, of tilibustorism, of an¬
nexation.* it-he is abundantly strong to maintain her na¬
tionality against any settlers on the banks of the Ama¬
zon. had they c.en the disposition to assail her form of
government; and does she not know that if it bo really
the destiny of our institutions and our people to spread
over tin-

*

continent, that this must be done pro¬
gressively, and that tlie opening of tho Amazon can¬
not retard r advance our march for a single day?
Boos she m t know that before wo can approach Brazil, yve
have all of Mexico to swallow yet, all of Central America,
all of New Granada, Venezuela. Ecuador, for I take it for
granted that when we do march yve shall syveep from sea
to sea: and shall we not find a lion in the path between
us and Brazil? I'o not England, and France, and Holland
own the tluianns, and one had as well attempt to snatch
the prey from tlie fangs of the tiger, as to hope to wrest
an inch of teriitory from people and governments like
these. 1 do not yy ish to be understood as speaking serf
ously in this matter, or as advocating any such measures
Cod forbid; but I only say should the thing occur. Brazil
then has nothing to fear." Let us see what she has «<!
hope from foreign settlement. The industry, the activ
itv, the enterprise of our people, urged by their love of
gain, and bucked by their skill and knowledge directed to
the devoloiement of the resources of that country, will
produce results that will startle the world. The country
ay ill be explored, mines disco- ored, the lands brought
under a regular system of cultivation, so as to produce
all that they are capable of producing, sail vessels and
sti amors will cover the waters of the grout river, and
great citii s will spring up on its banks, the marts of the
c< entry's tich, varied and enormous productVms. The
triiv' cr.EEOt compass or realize the vast wealth and pow¬
er that would accrue to Brazil from such a state of things
1 ran only say, that in my judgment a century will not
have elapsed ere the crown or its Emperor will sparkle
with n hi illiuncy before which that of Sardanapalus or

Sesustris, or any other Eastern king or potentate must
I ale its tires. 1 noyv offer my resolution for the consider¬
ation of the convention, pledging myBelf that should it suc¬
ceed, and 1 should he so fortunate as to be appointed to the
ci a.mand of the atenni -rs destined for that exploration,
that 1 will leave uotlilDg unknown concerning that coun¬
try , that it is Important should he known by the commer¬
cial interests of this. I thank tho convention for its pa¬
th nt hearing; and, with those bright eyes upon me, I
cannot close without saying that It is to the kind and
gentle ministrations of such as they, charms my broken
and enfeebled spirits, during my long and tedious way-
f aiing, that, in all probability, I am enabled to address
them , and return their sex thanks this day.

2:J

Lost Day's Proceedings.
FROM OPE SPECU* REPORTER.

( iiARi.KSTOR, April 15, 1854.
Measures I'rojtos"* .Railroads.Protection of Slave Pro¬

perty, cfc., t£c.
The convention adjourned at four o'clock to-day, after

n seieion of six days. It waff called to order at nine
o'clock this morning by the President, Senator Dawson,
of Georgia, and proceeded at once to the consideration of
the rosolutlons on the Puciflc Railroad, presented by Mr.
l ike, of Arksnsas. After a lengthened debate, in which
at least two dosen of the delgatcs participated, they were

adopted almost unanimously, as follows:.
THE PACIFIC KA1LBOAP.

Resolved, That it is vitally important to the progress and
prosperity of the United States to havo one or more rail-
rt ads ( ..in noting the States on the Atlantic with those on
ti.e Pacific Ocean.

Resolved, That the Southern route ought to commence at
mitotic pi ints on the Mississippi viv»r, between New Or¬
leans and ht Louis, thus oonnet tiag it self with the various
ntni'ar improvements made and contemplated la the At¬
lantic States, and concentrating at sea. point in Texas, on
or near the thirty second parall'l of nonn latitude, thence
te the Kio Grande, on the wesl-ru border ol Texas, by the
route designated by that State at the last session or her
1. islatnru, chartering the Mississippi, FA Paso and Pacific
Railroad, and theucc to tho Pacific Uecxa or Gulf of Cali¬
fornia.
Resolved, That, in the deli'oorato judgment of this conven¬

tion. the Gadsden treaty witu the government of Mexico, as

published in the newspapers, ought to bo ratified by the
bfiiHtc of the I nited Statu. *o far. at any rate, as to secure
the host route for the pr< pcied Southern railroad from the
western limits of Texas to the Paeific Uceau.
Kceolved, That in order to make provieion for the con-

etructiod of said road, this convention respectful] v recom¬
mend that a bouthera organisation be effeeted, if practi¬
cal'e. of the States of Maryland, Virginia North Carolina
Senth Carolina. Georgia. Florida. Alabama, Mltsi-aippi
1 ouieiaaa, Texas, Arkansas. Missouri,'Tennessee, Kontuoky
and of the different cities and tbo railroad companies and
eorporations in those States, for the purpose of building a
Southern railroad to the Pacific Ocean or Gulf of California,
1 v the route and from ene or mere of the points indicated in
the second of theso resolutions, negotiating for Cue right of
way, if neretsary, witli the government of Mexico.

Res-ilviti. 'that to effect this organisation, this convention
reepei tfully advisee the ineorporatieu, by the I eg.slxsure of
the State of Virginia, of a Southern Pacific Railroad Com
I .my, with n eapi' al suliicient to build such road from tho
point or point* and by tho route ladieatcd in tlm second ro
s. lutiou.11 which corporation the several Southern States
al.ove mentioned, the several cities therein, and the several
railioad companies tliereie, shall beievitol to ho corpora
ti n. together with suob other companies and individuate ni
may citooec to subscribe for sti ck. including if they dosire
it. the Cherokee, Clioetaw, and Creek nations of Indians,
R est of the Mississippi. 'I hnt tai Mates lie invited 11 tako
stock in such corporation to the amonnt of not less than two
millions of dollars cadi, te be raised and secured in rush
niaui ex as tbo Legislature of each sncli State shall direct
1 bat each of said cities and railroad companies lie iavitud
t >el aerilc for atoik to such amtunt as it, moans will ad
a.it That the oxlstonco of said corporation bo recognised
by each Of said Status and such powers be vested in. and
such irancl.ites and caps cities granted to it by tho Legisla-
t ro Of each stub State as may be necessary to effect the ob
lect ot ti e organiiation, and tnat its dlroetory in each such
Mate l-e equally represented.
Resolved, That this oonvwwtioa respectfully recommonda

that, if necessary, special sessions of the Legislatures of
such States l.o called for tho purpose "f taking Intooon-
.ideratinn this plan; and that a committee of one member
fr .ni each State represented in thit convention he ap
pointed to draft a charter of incorporation for such coin
pany. and lay tho same before the Governors of the said
several States, and the national or geucral councils of the
(.'! rokee, Greek and Chootaw nations, requesting each of
said Governors to convent ti e (legislature of his State, in
in der to ei nsider the tame, and take such other steps iu re
gat-d to suet road as may be neces-ary and proper, if, in hia
opinion, it should t.o expedient todo so: and especially
praying the Governor of Virginia to lay s.vl 1 draft of
charter before th« Legislature of that State, with hia views
In r card thereto; and requesting sai 1 countile of the
(.lirrokeee, Choctaws and Ciecks, to act therein, tor'nog
ai.« such company, grant rights of way through their na¬
tional lands for any branch or branohes of said road that
may pass through the g.ime. and enact each othor laws aa
a lall secure to the Sooth so far a-i may he in their power,
the exeluaive benet ts and advantages of the Commerce of
the Pacific end of the wealthy provinces of Mexico intended
to be traversed y said road
Resolved. That tins convention recommend that power be

given to intd corporation, by its charter, to negotiate with
JJvicofor and purchase, if necessary, a right of way through
lior territory to the I'acii.c orean, or to rune point on tbo
Gulf of California to stipulate with that government, that
in the event the same is granted, no higher rates or > bargee
shall ever be imposed or em Ud f»r nas-ag or transporta¬
tion aver Mid road on oiti.-cns of Mexico, than on tliolo of
ti e United Statva an l to iree that the company will
maintsiu military posts along said read will In a'l timo unb¬
uilt to the jurisdiction and laws of Mexico, and claim no po
liti al rights nor attempt to colouise the conntrv.
Resolved, That in the opinion of this eoaventiod. the

Southern States, corporations and people are entirely able
to 1 uild said road, and that no time should be lost in doing
.o ; that it is as easy to commence it now as ten or twenty
yci ri hence, and it can a«easily be coin] leted li ten years at
in a century and that it is the dnty of everv S inthern man,
to himself, lit children, and his country, to .. ag< earnestlyin tt.ia great aed indispensable measure of security, as well
aa of wealth, and of political and commercial power to the
Bonth.

Mi. Dcncan, of Georgia, presented the following re»o-
lution, which was adopted:.

Resolved, That the State of Califeraia be recomtaendei to
uuite in thie organization.

UKAMB OK LAND FOB RAILROADS.
Th% following resolution* were, after a brief discus¬

sion, adopted:.
It having lein demonstrated, beyond *11 oontrovorsv, that

tho construction of railroad), through the public laud. of
the United State), eo increatee the value of the laid, that
in cans where alternate »eeti«na hare been granted, ». a
eon Jition for the conetrnetion of euoh roads, the nmiaiuiug
land) of the government have teen readily broight into
n araet. at priees which bare realised t the treasu y a runt
lur.er than was naked tor the whole land without the ou
rtrurtlon of aneh roade.thus fulfilling the trnet cotimittoi
to Congress, by tho realitalion of the common funi in the
|nil lie lauds for the benefit of all the State); at tie same
tin e that it relieves tho State), in which the lands are lo¬
cated, frotn the serious evil of a govornment proprictjr-kip,
which is held without limit of Unit beyond their coutrii for
taxation, or other ait, for the support of the State fivera
mont. Therefore, be it
Keeolved, That the Senator) and Reprcaontutlsea li Con

pes)frotn the States which bate sent delegates to this cou-

?cution, le respectfully, but. at the same time, earsenly
toquested to uao their best and most di'igent ellorts, to pre-
cure the passage of all bills now pen liug, or that nay be
Lerv»lt"r introduced, granting alternate section of public
lands w ithin the limiti heretofore presunted in similar rases,
in aid of the construction of railroads, ibr which ohtriers
hate been obtained from the proper authorities, intenled to
ronnect the navigable waters of any State-or Status with
the Atlantic or Pacific Ocean, or fee Calf of Mexico, or to
forin links in great chains of roads, designed to connect
such waters, or tho Gulf with either Ocean, and especially
em h as arc best culvulaicd to afford the most direct, cheap
act i.nd speedy connection between the Atlantic Ocean and
Gulf of Mexico, w ith such point or points west of the Missis¬
sippi riser, whence a railroad will be most likely extended
hi realte. to the i'a<ific shore.

Resolved. That railroads connecting with Southern. At¬
lantic and Gulf ports, and radiating from thorn to any part
ol the south and southwestern interior should lie promoted
Li any moans in our power, whether by individuals, by oity
corporations, or by State credits properly grounded; being,
in our opinion, the most safe, economical and epeedy means
01 developing the agricultural and mineral resources of tho
States and supplying the certain basis of profitable oxport
and import truue.
.. Resolved. That this convention views with unqualified up-
frobalion the great rrilroad works in progress, and pen ?

ratine the valley of the Mississippi, connecting important
points in tho vni'ey of the Mississippi and its tributaries
with the seaports of the South A'Untie and Gulf States,
uud also connecting the Atlantic with the Uulf of Mexioo.

Resolved, That the speedy completion of this system of
railroad* is essential to tho tail duvslopcment of tho agricul¬
tural, mineral and manufacturing resources of the Smth.
and to tho oontrol and direction to her own seaports of the
great coiumcroe, iu lu .'productions, that is now carried on
through other channels: while, at the same time, it is
eminently calculated to draw closer together tho b inds ¦>'

Union among us, nud to perpetuato our social and otuer in¬
stitutions
Resolved, That this convention recomm-nd, in tho mot

ompliatio manrer, that tho several States in which sc h
works are in progress, to afford all the pecuniary aid e .cu-
ti il to the *psedy oomidelioii of the same, and the accom¬
plishment of the great nud patriotic cuds for which they
were designed.
UNIFORM CURRENCY BETWBKN COMMERCIAL NATIONS
The following resolutions presented by the IJusincsi

Committee, wore adopted:.
Resolved, That a uniformity In tho mines of the coins of

different commercial nation* is deemed by this ooavantiot
to be nr. object of much importance und highly desirable.
That the report of Dr GiLl on, of the mint i vorth Cars

Una, cn that subject, herewith reported, bo p inted f>r o!r-
euiution and more general infi rmation anu that he he
appointed a committee on tho parts of tl is convention to
communicate tho said report, with those resolution*, to the
proper authorities at Washington, and to roqne't them to
take such measures as they may deem best to effect the
oldest.
That the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston, and other

cities of the United States, he invited to aid tho moanurf by
their support.

PROTECTION OF ST AVE PROPERTY.
Tlio following rosolulion, presented by S. K. Leake, on

behalf of the Virginia delegation, was adopted1.
Resolved, TLst this convention recommend to each of tlm

Southern'Statcs having a reaport. to sdopt the most efficient
measures for the protection of the slave property of each
State against abduction by sea, or otherwise

THE SOUTHERN MAIL SERVICE.
Mr. Heart, of t-'outh Carolina, presented the following,

which was adopted:.
Resolved. That in vk w r f the present deficient anil imper¬

fect condition of the mall servioo in the Southern State!,
both with regard to their communications with other por¬
tions of the I nkn, »ud with foroign countries, a coniuiitt o
.folic from each State represented in t *¦ i s convention be
raked to us< rtaiu the extent of the evil, and to suggest the
proper remedy.
GEOLOGICAL SURVEYS OF THE SOUTHERN STATES.
The following were also adopted:.
In view of the great commercial a* well as scientific im

pi-rtanco of a complete knowledge of tho geological features
of the Southern couu»ry, and in consideration of the very
iuiporfect character of tho surveys heretofore made, bo it
Resolved, That, in the opinion of thi* convention, it i*

proper to urge upon the respective Stato Legislatures tho
necessity of tlieir undertaking complete goologicsl survey*
of each of the Soythern States.
Resolved, That this convention oordially rooommond to

the consideration of the people of tho States represented iu
this convention, agricultural exhibition!1, and institute fairs,
as one of the prominent means of developing the industrial
resources of those States.

ADJOURNMENT.
A motion was made and adopted that when the conven¬

tion adjourn it adjourn to meet in New Orleans on the
second Monday in January next. The convention then
adjourned, after passing a vote of thank* to the different
lines of railroads and steamboats for the facilities which
ttiey furnished to the members on their way to Charles¬
ton. A vote of thanks was also given to the members of
the press, and the following resolution adopted

Resolved. That the warmest and most cordial thanks of
each member of this convention are due. and arc hereby
tendered in the most earnest tnanntr. to the eitixens of
Charleston generally, and to the varione eemmlttees of
Charleston connected with this conventien especially, for
their unhourded and untiring kindness, most munificent and
elegant hospitality, and tlieir unremitting attention to the
eenifort, pleasure, and enjoyment of the delegates.
Tims ended tlio third great Southern and Western Com¬

mercial Convention.
Our Cluurleaton Correspondence.

CftARUwros, April 17,1854.
T!:e Charleston Convention.What t< IHd.77ie r*artflc
Uaitroad.The Exploration of the Amazon -American Jfe-
dia'icn tn (7ir Rutto lurkith Difficulty.What the South
Think of the rresident and Hit Administration.Hospi¬
talities of the People.Festivities, dec.
The convention lias adjourned, a* I have already In-

foi mcd you, after a session of six days, and the city of
Charleston lias resumed its former quiet appearance.
Like all such bodies, it was characterized more by dis¬
plays of oratory than by its practical results, although
many look forward with the most sanguine anticipation*
to the speedy realization of some of the schemes which
received its consideration. Among these the most pro¬
minent were the establishment of a line of steamers be¬
tween Charleston or some other 8outlicrn port and Eu¬
rope, and the construction of the Pacific Railroad by a
Southern route. A large portion of the time of the con¬
vention was consumed in the discussion of the last sub¬
ject; and as there was a great diversity of opinion with
regard to the line of route, at least a dozen resolutions
were presented, each proposing a different one. Those,
however, offered by the delegate from Arkansas, Mr. Pike,
were recommended by the Business Committee, and al¬
most unanimously adopted. They were to the following
effect:.
That it is idle to expect of Congress substantial aid to a

railroad to the Pacific south of the free States. That
proof of the feasibility of a Southern route will array the
North against it. That to await the artiou of Congress is
to permit the appropriation of our common lands to the
construction of a road for the aggran iizenient of the
North. That this is evident, hy the dissent of Northern
Senators to the Gadsden treaty, by their determination to
prevent the i xtenslon of slavery, and to oppose iuter-
oceanic .Southern communications. That we cannot hum¬
ble ourselves by asking msi.-tance from the North. That
to av oid this, the several slave States combine with rail¬
road comjanies and corporations to construct a road
commencing in n slave State, and to run by theQ Paso to
some point 0111he Pacific.ncgotir.ting for the right of
way with a foreign government. That a committee of one
member from each State here represented do draft a char-
ter. and lay the same before the Governors of tlio several
States and the General Councils of the Indian tribes, and
request them to take such steps as may be necessary.this corporation to have the power to negotiate with Mex¬
ico for the right of way. and to ent#r into all stipulations
necessary to protect the citizens and government of
Mexico, cud to purchase from Indian tribes the right of
way and the prohibition of rival enterprises. That weaie" able to build the road, and ought to buil.l it now.

In addition to the foregoing, a resolution was passed
recommending the ratification of the Gadsden treaty,
which, it was contended hy many of the delegates, secured
the best route for the proposed Southern Pacific railroad.

I perceive by a report In one of the Charleston papers
that Mr. Gadsden, in his explanation in the convention, is
represented as having stated that the South was excluded
from the right of way secured to her hy the treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo by the action of the commission of
Mr. T>artlett. ncting under instructions from Mr. Seward,
f rom my jsisition near the speaker, 1 think lie could not
have mentioned Mr. bewarus name without inv hearingit. ntid my impiession is that he did not.
Of all other projects, a railroad to the Pacific appears tohe the most popular in the South, where it is believed

that every exertion is made by Northern representatives
and Senators in Congress for the purpose of defeatingtheGadsden treaty, und thus ensuring to the North the
speedy construction of a road to the Pacific with their
own capital ami such aid as they mav succeed in obtain¬
ing from t lie general government to effect this great
purpose f ho convention recommended the Legislature of
Virgiuin to incorporate a b'outhern Pacific railroad com¬
pany. with sufficient capital.the corporation to lie com-
] used of the severnl Southern States, cities, railroad com¬
panies. and the Cherokee. Choctaw and Creek Nations
wei-t of the Mississippi. All these States are requested to
take stock to the ninonnt of not less than two millions of
di liars each, to he raised and secured in such manner as
the Irgislaturo of each State shall direct.
As this enterprise depends to a great extent on the

ratification of the Gaosden treaty, the defeat of that
treaty must lend to the adoption of a new route, and may
cllect a considerable change in the plan laid down hy the
convention. That the road will eventually lie built there
is no reason to doubt, nor are there any strong grounds
for believing that It would prevent the construction of a
Northern Pacific road; for, with our rapidly increasing
commerce with the Vast, and the remarkaMe and nnpre«
eedcntfd prosperity aad growth of California, there wilt
be sufficient work for both roads, when they are in opera¬
tion. it is, therefore, only a matter of time. Doth must
be constructed to meet tlio demands of commerce
Among the subjects of minor importar.ee which en¬

gaged the attention of the convention, wax* Lieut. Maury's
pro cct < f 1he o| enirig of the Amazon to the commerce of
the world. As it presented no immediate prospect* of
successor profit, it was not received with much favor.
The more shrewd and calculating appeared to regard it as
fanciful snd romantic, and met all the allurements
whh h it offered to the imagination, hy the sage conclu¬
sion that it would lie better to attend to things nearer
home before going into a wil l and uncultivated though
fertile country, in search of a commerce but yet in ft*
Infancy, a®d the pursuit of which woul t be attended
with great risk to both life and property. _

Wliv should
we r spend money, said they in fruitless explorations of a
liver which ia not CTCn in our own country, while the
Mississippi offers eten greater inducements to enterprise
at:il tlie resource* of the country along Its fertile '.tank*
are as yet comi*rativelv undeveloped ? Why should
we lavish thousands of dollars in this way while

our southern commerce is crippled by the obstruc¬
tion* in our harbor*? Let u* attend to our inter¬
ests at home before engaging In expeditions which
cun be attended with no immediate practical beneliU;
let us endeavor to keep pace with, If we cannot hope to
su'pass. the North in her gigantic strides; let us hold
out inducements to emigration among us; let us like her
establish line* of steamers between us and Europe; let
us organize a liberal system of education; let us manu¬
facture our own products, and let us bring our waste
lands under cultivation.
The resolutions of Lieut. Manry, recommending another

expedition up the Amazon, were, however, adopted, but
they met with a great deal of opposition on th« ground
that, ax the government of Brazil had signified its inten¬
tion not to allow any vessel to pass the mouth of the
Amazon for such a purpose, although the countries
along its banks earnestly desired commercial intercourse
with the United States, such an expedition must neces¬

sarily be filibustering in its character.
Another projawilion was offered to the effect that as all

the attempts of the crowned heads of Europe have failed
in effecting a reconciliation between Turkey and Russia,
the government of the United States be requested to offer
its services as a mediator. This mission was to
he entrusted to the hands of General Wintleld
ft-ott. for three reasons:.First, because he had
a great amount of bruins, second, because, like all other
groat men, he knew it; and third, because he was a very
'all man, and might, in point of size, he considered a
match for Nicholas. General Scott, however, although a
lost in himself, was not considers 1 by the mover suffi¬
cient. and he therefore proposed that the peace delega-
lion should consist of three The second member of this
rrand triumvirate was General Butler, the convention be-
ng left to select the third. Alter a brief debate the reso-
ution was summarily disposed of, by throwing It under
the table, or some similar and equally effectual process.
While ou this subject, 1 may as well state that the feel¬
ings of a great many, both inside and outside of the con
vention, are inclined to the Russian side of the contest
now going on in the Old World. They regard it as an ef¬
fort of the Czar to extend his commerce, which he can

only effect by taking possession of Constantinople, while
they look upon Turkey as a worn out and effete power,
wl.oso form of civilization belongs to a remote age, and
whose institutions, both social ami political, to a groat
exteut, retard the progress of the East. Others are per¬
fectly indifferent with regard to the issue; but all are of
the tirm opinion that it Is a difficulty in which the United
btatos should tale neither side unless her rights as a
neutral power are violated.
Although great endeavors were made to prevent the

introduction of political questions, it was found impos¬
sible to exclude them, ami a warm discussion took
place on tie improvement of rivers and harbors,

full report of which I have already fur¬
nished you. The acquisition, by conquest or purchase,
of the Island of Cuba wSs proposed by Mr. I'olk, of
Tennessee, brother of the late President, as a kind of off¬
set to this, but withdrawn after its defeat. But if the
members abstained from bringing questions of a political
character into the convention, they did not exhibit the
same reserve outside of it. The conduct and policy of
the administration wore freely canvassed, and its open
approval and patronage of free sellers an 1 abolitionists
denounced in no measured terms. Of this condemna¬
tion. the fecretary of Ftate came in for his share; the
high feeling of Southern honor shrank from the mean¬
ness of a man * ho could ho far forget his position and
the dignity which belonged to a statesman, as to interfere
in local politics and the distribution of spoils among
petty office seekers. The feelings, however, towards him
is not of recent date, for they have always entertained
the same estimate of his character, which they have re¬

garded as that of a pettifogging politician, for whom no
means that will offect his purpose are too contemptible.
Age they feel lias not Improved him in this respect, but
has rendered bim somewhat imbecile and utterly inca¬
pable of performing tbe functions of his high office.
From the estimate in which Mr. Marcy is held in the
South, it may be supposed the President Is in
very bad odor here. They had at the outset of
his" can cr formed the most sanguine expectations
that his policy would be truly national and
that the interests of no section of tlio country would be
igrmod for the benefit of a particular political sect; but
ihcy behold with surprise and indignation the selection
of . man for the head of the Cabinet, whose predilections
wore known to be inimical to the tknith, and whose ante¬
cedents had identified him with the Van Burenitos. They
saw that they had been deceived, and have since ceased
to regard the conduct of the President with that feeling
of confidence which they once entertained for him. In
these opinions there appeared to bo little difference be¬
tween any of the delegates, and I did not see one who
was willing to defend the administration. Of course, I
do not mean to say that there were not some who wero
ready to endorse many of its acts, but' I did not see or
hear tlicm.
During the whole week of the convention, tho city held

a general jubilee, and the hospitality of the people ap¬
peared to know no bounds. A grand dinner and ball were

given to the delegates, and a splendid excursion got up
on the waters of their picturesque bay; there were exhi¬
bitions of fireworks, private jiarties without number, anl
a hundred different kinds of amusements. Mr. Veadon.
of the Charleston Courier, gave a princely entertainment
to the members of the press, at which the Presi¬
dent of the Convention and several delegates were
present. Here, in his hospitable and elegant man¬
sion, his numerous guests spent one of the most plea¬
sant evenings they enjoyed in the city of Charleston.
It would, in fact, be impossible to recount the attentions
and courtesies which tliey received from the people, for
each seemed to vie with the other in dispensing their
unlimited hospitality. The expenses of the occasion
(it such hospitality can be estimated by dollars and
cents,) amounted to over twenty thousand dollars, inde-
1 eudtnt of what was expended by individuals. If the
tonxention has not succeeded in the great object for
which it was organized, who will say that such meetings
aro not attended with beneficial effects, in view of the
friendly feelings which they cement between the different
Mates, and the social intercourse and interchange of
sentiments that take place between tlielr citizens? By
all, the Charleston Convention will long be remembered
among most pleasing reminiscences of the past, and
by none more tnai. your correspondent, who takos this
opiortunity of returning >il» sincere acknowledgments
for the many kindnesses which lie received during his
lrisf but agreeable visit to the city. j. m.

Another Now York Speculation in Iiondon.
Manufacture of Doctors,

Wc find the following in the London Netoi of tho etn of
April

Yesterday, at an inqueot held by Mr. Baker, on a child
who had died under tie treatment of a Mr. Johnson, a
herbalist, the following conversation took place between
the Coroner and Mr. Johnson.
Coroner.1 see from the certificate that has been pro-

duced that you have a diploma. Where did you get it
from?
Witness.From tho United States of America.
Coroner.I perceive that C. S. is attached to the certi-

ficate. Were you ever in America ?
Witness.No, I was never thero.
Coroner.How did you become qualified to act ?
Witnew.There are many others who obtain diplomas

in the same way.
Coroner.How ; I cannot understand. If you were

never in America, how did you obtain your diploma?
Witness.From an agent in this country on the part of

the College of Surgeons in America.
Coroner.1 see the initials M. K. C. S., what docs that

mean?
Witness.Member of tho Reformed College of Surgeons.

It Is at New York.
Coroner.What is the name of the agent?
Witness.Dr. Elliott.
Coroner.Do you consider yourself competent to visit

patients, and do you take fees?
WrrNESf.Yes and I consider myself empowered, by

1 he diploma.1 received from the Reformed College at New
York, to visit patients.
Jt'ROR.Did you undergo an examination by Dr. Elliott?
Witness-.Yes: but he had known me previously; 1 hare

been practising in London during the last twelve months;1 was previously practising in Ula gow; I wus in London
when I recePed the diploma.Coroner.Do you follow the system recommended by
Dr. Coffin?
WiTNKit'.Pretty nearly; but it is derived from another

source.
Jiror.On what authority did you act in Glasgow as a

medical practitioner?
Wmm.On no authority at all.
Ji rok.I suppose you j>aid some fees for your diploma?
The witness declined to answer the question.
Fcveral of the jury wished an answer, when, as the

witness Still objected,
The Coroner observed that the jury might be of opinion

the witness got the diploma for a mere trifle.
Ji roe.Yes, that is the case, as qualified practitioners

in this country arc obliged to go through a long course of
education, and are at a considerable expense before they
obtain a diploma.
The Coroner remarked that a short time ago an agent

of Ih*. Coffin was prosecuted by the Apothecaries' Com
pony for practising as an unqualified man. That trial
< oat the company near £10, so that thoir resources would
l.e (xlinusted if they proceeded ogainst all unqualified
1 ersons. There ought to lie a summary conviction of j
uch persons before a police magistrate. A medical bill 1

. as now in Parllnment, which he hoped wouli meet the
eso. as a great deal of mischief was done by ignorant

: mi unqualified persons practising medically.
Vetdiet.Visitation of God.

men. oi prisons snrmrriw cities.
,1. The support And encnuragean

after tbeir ill-charge, by affording
Inu sn honest livelihood, and snsta

Tlic Prison Association of New York.
INCORPORATED MAY 9, 1840.

The ohjcctsof the association are :.
1. Tho amelioration of the condition of pri-oners, whether
chained for trial, or fully committed, or as witncsic
2. The improvement of prison discipline and the govern¬

ment of prisons whether for cities, counties or States.
and encouragement of reformed convicts

r them t'.ic means of oliisin
tnlningthem in their efforts

to reform.
to tiie editor of thk new tore herald.

Tesr Sir:.Doubtless you arc familiar with the fact
that, for several years past, this association has been
actively ci gaged in continuous exertions for the preven¬
tion of crime, tho reformation of the criminal, and the
diminution of evil.

in multiplied instances the labors of that distlngu'shed
philanthropist, the late Isaac T. Hopper, his coadjutors
and auecei-sors, have been rendered eminently useful.
Many a poor, thoughllcss wanderer, who had strayed
iar "away into forbidden paths, has by their counsel.
Sympathy and friendly interposition, been reclaimed
and restored, and now cease to do evil and learn to do
veil
Encouraged by their past successes, they now seek to

render this instrumentality still more efficient. It needs
only to 1k- more extensively l.nown to be duly appreci¬
ated, «nd its claims more appropriately sustained Al¬
though a chartered institution, it is alone supported by
voluntary contributions and donations.

Tills communication is made, and through the press
submitted, to the public, that the charitably disposed
may sympathise with the object this association *<>e*a to
accompli"!', and kindly forward their names as donors
and cubed ibers to ita funds.
Msny of those now confined in prison, as well as those

recently discharged, are in great need of clothes, hats,
slu es, shirts, Ac., kc. Any superfluous or cast of gar
n ents forwarded to the office, would lie thankfully no-

1 i owlodged by those needy ones,un.l a careful solectiou
iflU Ioi the most destitute, yet hopeful cases, will be observed

to their disposal.
I m. Mr. Editor, yours respectfully.

ABM. BF.AL, Agent.
Office 16 Centre street, next Chambers, JNew York, April 17,1854.

Onr Boston Correspondent*.
Bohios, April IB 1054

The Weather.A Snow Storm-Railroad BndgeeLR..' ,n

Railroad haret.Author,kip of the Letter of and Con
cent,na the ifulumann IMter.Mad Dogt..\tw. Wtrk
by Thoreau.Legidative Proceedings.The Content Indem¬
nity.Statue of Mr. Webrter.Conditntional Ohanges-
Disomy Concerning the Patatoe Rot.
Waking up at five o'clock tills morning I hud the satla

faction of seeing that there was a very respectable mow
storm on hand, a not very common occurrence so late in
the year, even in this most unstable and capricious of
climates. It has been cold enough here to snow almost

every day for nearly a month, so the white robed visiter
is by no means so strange a personage as she might h%v#
been. There has been some ill-timed singing on the part
of some highly imaginative birds, who labored under the
singular delusion that the sprlDg had arrived; and occa¬

sionally the careful and laborious inquirer could find a

patch of green looking earth in one of the ''rural dis¬
tricts;" but beyond those things there has been as yet
small evidence of the absence of winter. They have been

sweeping up the Common this week, and one effect of
the present storm will be to bring the grass
forward in all places where it is permitted to
grow. At this time, 10 A. M., the storm is very severe,
with indications of the snow turning to rain. Passengers
by the railway trains say that the snow is very deep and

very hard in the country, in some places as deep as six
inches.

liailroad bridges are now the rage in Boston. The Bos¬
ton and Lowell Kailroad Company is constructing one
from fast Cambridge to Causeway street, and which is
moro than half completed, and soon will wholly be so

The company will then give up thoir present Boston sta-

»Jn Jake their passengers much further iuto the
city. This bridge will be an uncommonlv strong struc
ture, and will not differ in that respect "from the new

bridge built by the Eastern Kailroad, just completed, and
6oine account of which I gave in my last. Tliore is a new

R,n oepU't 'Df UiZ tl'° N"* York Central Kailroad, from
South Boston to th*» foot of Suminor street, and which it
going ahead very fast. Planking has been commenced

Uedelav
bt' finished with the least possl-

Consfdorable grumbling has been caused by the raising

10th" T» t
°f ral r(,a'1 ,farM' whlcb took place on tho

Wb .» ? 11? *pplr to feason tickot passengers,
whose turn will come about tho month of Juno. The
transportation rates have also been raised, and are no
belter received. The first effect of these proceeding
must be adverse to the interest of the companies What
the ultimate effect will ho cannot be said. Some alreadv
prophecy n return to the old rates at an early day

7

It has be-on stated in some of the papers hero that Mr
Robinson, of Ix>well. and formerly editor of the Rowell

YfTrk A vsi r./'0 ,the l(U^ tbst »PI>eared in tho .New

b.v! «h T1 X concerning the Hulsemann letter. I
hate the best authority for saying that Mr. Robinson ne-

ft nnHl f n "[.' ' nD'1 that h° nerer h"8rl Of
it until it vvas making so much noise here. Neither was

Bird foToti7 thP llistorian' nor bv Mr.
Bird, to both of whom it bus been attributed. It was
written by Mr Thayer, of the Poet, who was on here, and

'I1"?,,* oonfcs.sivl, has sncceoded in kicking una
mo. t delectable fuss. Mr. Robinson is the regular
Boston correspondent of the Earning Pod, having
succeeded Mr. tarter, who used to write over the
signature of " Middlesex." which Mr. Robin¬
son adopted. Another Boston correspondent of

}. »r ?¦ li" Edward Hamilton, whose signature is
Monticello.' Mr. Hamilton is the gentleman whose

Speech in the Norfolk County Democratic Convention
last autumn, is said to have led to the publication of
lushing s ukase. Ihe Port is greatly read here bv the
coalition branch of the democracy, and Is, in fact their

oMnDtbe% toV'ng n° JTT an'1 none to'speak
if R -U«J ' XC^t ,n-Iy,,n «"'l Worcester; so that

column" i,0U,l0U00 is an important portion of its

in»Ufn n°Wf 1herC I" a of Insecurity prevail¬
ing in Boston on the subject of mad dogs. The poor

2nd «rnULe<!F Ff'Wbtered without remorse on all shies
and so vast is the numbpr of the fallen that the sausage
trade has experienced a glut. It having, liowovcr been
said, by a good authority, that the poison used against
.n.s!Ls ^ make tho sausages into which thev are
converted poisonous to individuals, a good deal of alarm

bvR8nlwlTu!UeDte' aDd th* "a*-!'cle b.as been shunned
w,"1' K004 bonsekeepera. Seriously, much of the fear

p/eV0 .aFo?t hydrophobia is the merost cow-
aidice tliat ever existed, and is excusable only on the
ground that the disease itself Is so little known as not to
allow men to think of it in a sane wov. if dogs are
well taken care of they will no more run mad than men

tb««nia.n-T rgCr rT0p0I\1i0n- Three-fourths of the cases
that have occurred are the direct results of the tortures
and persecutions to which the "guilty-of-beingsus-
?ro°m 1 /Fi'Fi »ro subjected; and the remainder &llow
from bad food and the unclean condition in which not a

v«WctVt+Clln<|n" ,an an,nial 80 eool in itsoir is permittod
i V. S5mc ,of °ur "Cientiflc men do say that one
of hydrophobia is the scarcity of what Mrs. Gore

Itl tbe gentler sex of the cynocephaloris species."
?e,»u ? a new work in press, entitled

tha$t^'»r, ,n.u,e Yp<^a " From its title, I infer

li. of llf» v
of blM experience in the eremite

t 8°meJ'me Mr. Tlioreau lived in a hut,
bftsed by the chores of Walden pond.-a trem-like lakelet

not Hkl'tv. ,nKth? tOWn °r old Coneor(i- Whether he did
not like the business, or that It did not i»av, or that he

bI^mi» 'M40« bem?.wbtt Mosea Marble called a "bloody
hermit. It is certain that he broke up his oremetical es¬
tablishment one fine morning, or dark evening an.l re.

raHonVn i,r?iim»Ilt8!*praCiticM and endurances of civili¬
sation and Christianity.doubtless a great sacrifice but
which we may trust will not be withoSt its reward

' tL
book will >ve to the world the results of his inquiries
n frlt V,' Kn'ata ^.eee^sio , without even one person
to tell how sweet solitude is. It will be worth reading
Mr. Tlioreau bemgone of the cleverest of Emerson's dis-
0 Si?"' eccentricities that are of proof.
The convent indemnity question has at last b"en reset,

ejl by our legislature On Wednesday Mr TUton one of
the Boston m~.oers, reported a bill /rom thocumm?tUe
Mcert2Tn the losses^ .

ment of t.llIW '"mmissioners to

rnmw . eS . .,of a" persons by tho burning of the

to 11 0

The commissioners are to award

nor 8hInrd.wCnl.,nant8 ^*ir actual Iogs' aDd tbe
nor shall draw bis warrant on the treasury for the enma

awarded The report and bill, LgeTher irUh arepor?
pHmed T^t U°n.^e t "ft.6 "ubject- were ordered to be

Fan no. hf 1' ,
the most ticklish subject that

can now be dtscusaed among politicians The tima

LWHas the Ca/Ie8t tbio* the worid for LeJu-
lature to dispose of petitions in faTor of tmrin»
vent indemnity. ThF? couTd X out'o'r kfded out'
to bK^rl!7' There were, comparatively speak-
ij'b° few Catholic voters in the State, and thev were
not so located a« to be able to act to the injury of anv
party. But things have changed. The Catholic voters
are now to be counted by thousands! They are to be
found in all parts of the commonwealth, and in almost
every line of* life. There are more m less of them in

Sr-TSS;iwUt mm ii eipecia,1>' ab0"«d in the coun
ties of Suffolk, Middlesex, Norfolk, Essex. Worcos-

of thefr They Rave an astonishing proof
of their power, and of their effectiveness f ,

tbef roFJd11! J'0lltical o^ani'-ation, last November, when

1 e dh-s^on a ^assa?ainat lbp new constitution, under
Hie direction, as has beeu l-cpoatedlv said of their .rh.i.
and with the understanding' beU^n thol prierts imi
I »i'tin re.g th?1 tbo convent indemnity should be
paid in return for assisiancc so valuable at the most criti

sett jtr'i f Vnea "r the wbip l,arty of Massachu-
f. « SV1 'aT bow eorrect this statinient mav bo
as to the details, but It was plain to all who had their
eyes open on the day of election, that so nothing l a loe
curred to convert democratic Cat'holics to vervgood whims'
In some places thev to a man abandoned the pwtv wUh

Zrl hbi''1tibt ?1,acUn« onl v ,ia aud thirt/hoirs be
tore. 1 have beard tbe number of votes thus giiuod to
the vihigs placed nt ten thousand which I .ink
oo large though six thousand I. not over U.e immber
judging from such examinations and comnaris w o i
s&v thr^ecn\:hich werc^ in*h
.! i i

"lue has now come for paying for ail
his good service, and the difficulty is in s2 meeting

buying 'six" th2usl0nd.,0S Wb^The^ffinity1 q'ueTfcn
stk dfare
begged and implored their country friends not to co^n
nit them to the mercies of gentlemen who mfcht .M .k

proper to make of them the objects of apoUUcSlL Bar

^oiomew; Hud, finally. tlf subject was reconsidered and
P®1'4'®'18 teferred to the committee on claims with

the intention of there baring it disposed of as the celo

"{. pP"l"Hy supposedKve^,^
.f ..'" ' """by being smotliored. Now, at the heel
of the ses«,on. and almost three month* at tor tho nun

ion was firsi brought forward, we have a biU Wutbi
vhil.'ti i

^rom Heinjr satisfactory to tho Catholics
e't is highly unsatisfactory to all others The r ,r

Tilton ",ni in01 ^ mo?e Btett than is contained in Mr

Tl.e Houm of Representatives have boon very busy
tearing the constitution to pieces till* week. There have
been debate* ainl votea on the mode of reconstructing
that body, 'I ho tinkers can't agree, and if they don't
uaequit *ueh bad language a* other tinkers, it is only
because Mr. Speaker Lord keep* a pretty tight rein on
them. [ u'ding tlicm up very suddenly Rometimet, This
is a branch of " reform" on which all reformer* hare
hitherto been snagged, and the present race do not seem
destined to have much better for!uno than fell to their
predecessor*. There are three parties on the subject, by
no means definable according to ordinary party lines.
The one party is all for the district system in its mo*',
intense impurity. They also go for a small House, and
would gladly have not aiKtve 120 members of that body,
but out of respect for public sentiment, which as yet is
hardly down to their mark, they are content to take
double that number of Representatives.240. The vote
last week was to put it up to 820. The second party are
for a complicated mixed system of town and district re¬

presentation, but the evidence is that the public are n >t
much in favor of ollcu in politics, and hence, whatever
fortune may attend their ideas in the Legislature, the
1 eople would not adopt them. The third party is for tho
town system, with auch modifications as shall keep the
House from growing larger.
The blli appropriating ten thousand dollars for n sta'ue

to Lsniel Webster was pa»seil to a third reading in the
Massachusetts Senate, on the 12th Inst., without debate.
Ibis lack of discussion did not happen from the Senate
being unanimous on the question, but because a gentle¬
man who proposed to speak against the appropriationpreferred doing to at the next stage of the bill

Tlie new liquor law was dlsenssed at some length in the
House yesterday. Almost twenty persons talked on it
ind at it. The main question was not taken. Report
nss gnsthe new law to the | en of an eminent member of
the Middlesex county bur. who lies done his best te make
it iu|able of holding water. What is wanted is s law
that shall hold rum, and that Is what, according to aomo
high legal authorities, the now bill will not do. Tho pro¬
position to annex Cb.irleMown to lloston has failed in
the Senate.

Mrs. Uixabelh R. Wilson, of Barro, has presented a

request to the Legislature to pay hej thq sum of 910,000,

which iu offered by that body some time since for the
discovery of the cause of. and a remedy for, the potatorot. Such discovery she claims to hare made. I wish
she may get it. AI.GOMA.

Our Albany CoereepeiMlenee.
Albavy, April 21, 1S54.

Quiet*'»* at the Capital./fun upon the Treasury.So
Legislative Address Issued.Candidates for (Ioremr ..

Four Distinct Ticket*.The Anti-Prohibitionists Co*.
Out, etc., etc.
The adjournment of the Legislature has rendered onr

city comparatively quiet and the hotels deserted. Many
of them are taking the opportunity of being repaired,
and among them Htanwix Hall quite extensively. A
stock company are erecting a superb hotel in Hudson
street, near the river, on the site of the old Temperance
House, the first in the country, which, when ready in
the caily part of winter, is to be opened and conducted
upon the New York Lovejoy and French pUn. The high
price of building materials, and the advance in mechani¬
cal labor, have been, the means of arresting a number of
private structures which were in contemplation a month
since.
The State Treasurer's office is ailed, and wiM>e for

several days, in raying the thousand and one creditors
whose demands were legalised in the Supply bill. Many
thousands of dollars, to almost everybody, will be dis¬
tributed, in sums varying from ton dollars to twenty
thousand.

All the politicians lett the capital in an unprecedented
manner. From time immemorial, down to the present, it
has been usual, and heretofore considered indispensable,
for each party to issue a legislative address to their parti¬
san friends previous to adjournment, relating the good
political and public acts they accomplished, the wise
l«ws enacted, the many excellent bills which failed for
want of time or some other cause, and many other mat¬
ters easily incorporated in a political address. But no-

liing of this sort lias now occurred. Bray Dickinson al¬
lowed the woolly heads to depart without holding a cau¬
cus; the small number of silver grays conhl not raise a
meeting; the hard democrats, though frequently solicited
by the outsiders, absolutely refused, as they had nothingto present to the hundred thousand seceders from the na¬
tional administration In this State; and the corporal'sguord of softs and freo soilers, who are to a man for
.'union," desired to say nothing to irritate their hunker-
loving brethren. ThuB, as everything else In politics has
taken a new turn, this custom of issuing political ad¬
dresses at the close of legislative sessions has been aban¬
doned, probably never to be resumed. The only thing
done, of a prospective character, was a meeting of the
hard shell State committee, in selecting a time and place
for their next State convention.
Though there wore no formal caucussoa hold there was

still a great deal said, and the views of members pretty
freely interchanged as to the various candidates for Gov¬
ernor. There was quite a strong party of woolieys who
favored the nomination of Senator Josiah B. Williams, of
Tompkins county. He is supposed to he the best advised
of any Senator upon constitutional law, as he always
carried the red book in his hand. He Is wealthy, am¬
bitious, and being of a careful, economical turn of
mind, will never undertake to squander the funds of
the Slate, except it may do upon the Cayuga marshes,
or the Cayuga and Seneca canal. It was strong¬
ly suggested to run Seward; so, If elected, it
would place him upon the forward list of whig presiden¬
tial candidates In 1856. Canal Commissioner Fitr.bugh is
the candidate of the canal and forwarding interest, and
should he pledge his support to the Albany bridge and
certain other railroad interests, he will not be opposed
by the railroad power. Edwin D. Morgan, of Now York,
has n host of warm friends, but he is not the kind of
metal fit for fusion in the woolley crucible. The silver
grays have no candidate for Governor nor any other offi¬
cer, and the haughty and disrespectful treatment which
they received from" the Seward woolieys renders it cer¬
tain that they will act independent of thoir dictators at
the next elecl'iou, as thoy partially did at the last. The
soft shells and bnrnbui ners will unite upon Seymour.
They are already boasting of the strength he has gather¬
ed by his prohibitory veto, and tli at the class of voters
who thank liim for refusing to Bign the hill will Sustain
him at the polls. As he gathers all his public opinion from
the softs exclusively, he will consent to another nomi¬
nation, and he defeated by the identical individuals who
"sacrificed Silas Wright." The hards, or hunkers, ear¬
liest in the field, are divided between John Yanderbilt
and Greene C. Bronson as their candidate for Governor.
One faction allege that the decapitation of Bronson by
Marcy has created a sympathy for him which will be
perfectly irresistible. Tho other portion declare Vander-
bilt the strongest man in the State, on account of the
patriotic and manly stand he took against Sey¬
mour and his administration to altering the constitu¬
tion so as to allow the State to complete her canals. It
is not yet decided whether tho temperance mou will
ran candidates separate and independent of the political
parties. Many of the leaders are disposed to select can¬
didates from Governor down to members of Assembly,
purely upon the prohibitory platform; they declare that
confidence, can be no longer reposed in either of the
political parties; lhat both wbigs and democrats utter
the most solemn pledges at the polls, which are regularly
broken in the Legislature or the Executive chamber. As
matters now stand, there is a probability of boing four
candidates in the field for Governor.one supported by
whig partisans, a hard shell, a soft, abolition barnburner,
and a Maine law candidate. The opponents of the prohi¬
bitory liquor law will secretly select from the party no-
m'nations of those presented; they will organise with a
etermination of electing a house of Assembly different
irom ihelast. As this class of citizens have never been
aroused before, their united efforts will bring to bear a
mighty influence among the voters.among those too of
strict temperate habits, and whom the passage of any
laws in relation to the sale and manufacture of liqnor
would not affect in the least.a class who view calmly
and considerately whether society would be injured or
1 enefitted bv the perfect suppression of the traffic, as the
t. insists desire.

Our Puerto Cnbello Correspondence.
I'rwiTo Cabk.t.0, Marh 20, 1854.

Episode* in Venezwlan Political Life.Curious Scene in
Congress.

On the 11th February extraordinary powers (facultade*
ertraordinarias) were conferred upon President Monaga*
by the Venexuelan Congress.
On the 14th of the same month a project was present-

ed, signed by fourteen members, proposing that a general
amnesty should be granted, from which no person should
be excluded. No sooner did this project become known,
(and there was not wanting a degraded creature of the
Monagas dynasty to hasten away from tho house of Con¬
gress and give the information to Jose Gregorio Monagas,
a son of the President, and in command of a regiment of
five hundred men, quartered at the square of St. Paul's,)
when this man, with several of his officers, proceeded to
the House of Representatives. On arriving there he
placed himself, together with his gang, on the stairs
leading up to the Chamber of Representatives, and began
to call out for the scoundrels who had dared to sign
tho project. These vociferations continued for some

time, tho Assembly began to break upanl retire from
the house;but of the fourteen meml>ers who had signet
the project, but one descended the stairs, a gentleman
from Cumnna, named Pilverlo Gonzales.the others either
hbl themselves for the time, or else got awav bv an out¬
let through the church of San Francisco, which adjoins
and is part of the building in which Congress meets.
On descending the stairs, Mr. SilverioGonzales encoun¬

tered the gang of the President's son, headed by that in¬
dividual himself, who, addressing Mr. Gonrales in the
most offensive and menacing language, demanded to
know " if he was one of the scoundrels who had dared
to sign a project for the rctui n to the country of the
tyrant Psex?" " Fir," replied Mr. Gonzales, "1 am as¬
tonished to see you here, and I have no explanation to
make to you of what my opinions inay he." Jose Gre¬
gorio Monagas. Jr., retorted In most "violent language,thrcatcting to strike Mr. Gonzales; hut this gentleman,Inking no farther notice of him, passed on and left the
house.
Since this most outrageous proceeding nothing more

hns been said in furtlternnce of the project of nmnostv,
nor do I believe 1hat it will be again brought before
the house, for whatever nrvy he tho private opinions and
feelings of the individuals now composing tho Venezuelan
Congress, it is notoriously known they are under con¬
straint. and dare not for their lives do anything that maybring down upon them the vvratb of the re loubtable son
of the President.
A few days ago a projoct was presented to Congress for

the emancipation of all the slaves in Venezuela. Toe
project has caused great excitement throughout the
whole country; not because the proprietors of si ives are
opposed to it.for there appears to be no dissenting voice
on this point.hut because the measure has been made
the means of a direct attack on the right of property, in
violation of tin express terms of the constitution, as the
ountry is r.ot in a state to remunerate the owners for
the lo.-e of their property, and the fund provided in the
project of law will become the prey of the Monagas
family and their friends, who wil! buy up the claims of
the poor planters, by throwing obstacles in the way of
payment, at something like ten per cent, and then paythemselves at par, by orders on the custom houses. This
is the usual way of operating here by Monagas k Co., aod
several millions have been made in this way.
During the discussions on this subject, the House of

Representatives has been regularly invaded by the mob,composed entirely of negroes, with all sorts of vocifera¬
tions and menaces On the 14th in«t the gallery of the
House was crowded with negroes, whose shouts and
fierce threats made it impossible for the speeches to
la heard; and whenever anv member attemptedto say anything on the interests of the right of
property, liis.voice was immediately drowned in tho
upionr of opposition from tho galiery. Finally, an
individual named Lino Marrcro, a brother-in-law of
President Monagas, pose and declared aloud, as if in
concert with the mob. that all tho members of tho
house wore a set of tlnevcs and robbers. This indl-
vidi-al, who war greatly applauded by ths mob, having
been cnlied to order, n meml or named Sotillo, son of Gen.
rot lib.the san e who sent six human beads of their
slaughtered fees as a present to General Jos6 Tadio Mon-
iigns, in IMP.rose and demanded the expulsion from
the (haniber of lJco Marrero. This proposal havingbeen submitted 1o a vote, there resulted twenty-two
votes in favor of his expulsion and twenty-one against
it. Marrero, consequently, could not be legally expelled.
There is ru longer any doubt that tho project of eman-

dps lion will become a law of the land Hut the measures
adopted for payment of their value to their owners are
illusory, and are obviously designed to enrich only Mona¬
gas k t o.

1 lie country is in a frightful Slate of anarchy. Gene¬
ral discontent prevails throughout tho land, and a new
revolution soema inevitable. AN OLD RlibilliKNT

A cargo of negroes that was la .ely car cured, has lwxvrv
db posed of by the Cuban government, but the negroeshave not been hired out as " emanej^ados," but as tree
appi entices, so that tho apprentice ay-stem may bo con¬sidered as having coqupeuyod ii\ C-gba.


